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A  L E T T E R  F R O M
O U R  C E O

Looking back on 2020, I  expected it  to feel heavy and sorrowful ,
but there was also hope and growth too. At the Medical Foundation
of Nashvi l le,  we began 2020 with excitement about our new office
space, which although smaller ,  was ful l  of potential .  Just days after
we moved, Nashvi l le began Safer at Home and the potential for our
space was put on hold as we navigated transit ioning to work
remotely.  Even now, as we have an expanded team, we are working
dil igently to address the needs and opportunit ies in front of us both
within our programs and in the community around us.   

As we look to the year ahead, we see great potential for our
organization and community to come together in service to our
shared mission of creating a healthier Nashvi l le.  We are eager to
move ahead and explore how we can expand the reach of our
programs so more of our neighbors can have access to quality
healthcare, our physicians have the information they need, and the
public knows how to support the healthcare community ’s  efforts to
slow the spread and help the sick heal as we celebrate 200 years
of physicians working together for the greater Nashvi l le area.  

This year,  more than ever,  we are so proud to work alongside the
physicians in Nashvi l le to offer access to healthcare for our
neighbors who otherwise couldn’t  afford it .  We are grateful for the
dil igent,  continuing work of physicians who cared for patients
during this tumultuous,  extraordinary year,  and we look forward to
working alongside our patients ,  physicians,  and others in the
healthcare community as we all  work towards healing, equity ,  and
kindness in the days,  weeks,  and months ahead.
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Rebecca  Le s l i e ,  MBA
Ch ie f  Execu t i ve  Of f i ce r
Med ica l  Foundat ion  o f  Nashv i l l e



The Medical Foundation of Nashvil le empowers
the community by supporting health access,
promoting healthy l ifestyles, championing health
and medical education, and cooperating with
other charitable entities to work towards a
healthier Nashvil le. Specific activities include
public health education, coordinated charity care
(Project Access Nashvil le Specialty Care), and
education for physicians and physicians in
training.

The Medical Foundation of Nashvil le was
established in 2018, when it was transferred the
charitable and educational programs of the
Nashvil le Academy of Medicine, including Project
Access Nashvil le Specialty Care (PANSC), which
was established in 2005.
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M I S S I O N &
H I S T O R Y



L E A D E R S H I P
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Ralph Atkinson, III ,  MD - Board Chair

Christopher Ott, MD - Vice-Chair
Robin Williams, MD - Immediate Past Chair
Michel McDonald, MD - Secretary/Treasurer

Jule West, MD - Director

ADVISORY GROUPS
Nashville Academy of Medicine
V. Seenu Reddy, MD
Robin Williams, MD
Nicole Schlechter, MD
James Powers, MD
Michael Beckham, MD
David Duong, MD
Cindy Le, MD
George "Trey" Lee, MD
Lael Luedtke, MD
Gregg Shepard, MD
M. Kevin Smith, MD
Richard Soper, MD
Rodney Lewis, MD
Adrian Rodriguez, MD

Caduceus Council
Jeffrey Birnbaum, MD
Jenny Connell
R. Thomas Day
Michael Feldman, MD
Ghino Francois, MD
Noah Harrison
Brett Heimlich, MD
Alexis Hood
Leah Jesse, MD
Peter Louis, MD
Daniel Pereira
Elias Seise

Senior Staff
Rebecca Leslie, MBA
Nikki Ringenberg, MPA
Taylor Crawford, MPH
Anastacia Volz



In July ,  an interpreter called to
speak to our team because she
has interpreted for PANSC
patients in the past and recently
worked with an uninsured patient ,
Carlos.  The interpreter wanted to
know more about Project Access
to see if  he could potential ly
qualify ,  then shared Carlos ’s
situation. Carlos ’s  family has
housing instabil ity .  He worked in
construction prior to becoming
sick and having to stop working.
Carlos ’s  wife does work some, but
she is l imited as she has to be
very attentive to his care. He has
help to keep his family in housing,
and his care coordinator is
connecting him with grocery
resources for cancer patients ,
which wil l  also help his family.
Carlos has chemo every three
weeks with multiple injections,
and imaging in between his
treatments.  He is working very
closely with his volunteer
physician because of adverse
reactions to his chemo. As of the
last scan, he wasn’t  progressing
well .

His physician asked for a second
opinion, and Carlos is now
working with his care team to
explore the possibi l i ty of a new,
more expensive treatment.  He
was concerned PANSC would
deny him this new treatment,  but
his care coordinator explained
how his care team proceeds is up
to his doctors and their practice,
and they want what his care
team feels is best for him. Carlos
and his family now have an
apartment and his wife has a
part-time job. Treatment wil l  be
a long road for Carlos and his
family given his diagnosis and
how it has progressed so far ,  but
PANSC, his interpreter,  and his
physicians are walking through
this journey with him, providing
support and  resources to support
Carlos and his household as he
pursues improved health.

I N S P I R I N G
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H O P E
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2009: Bridges to Care Plus
surpassed the   10 million mark
in donated specialty care for
uninsured patients in Davidson
County.

$

H I S T O R Y  O F
S U C C E S S2005: The Nashville Academy

of Medicine launched, Bridges
to Care Plus, now known as
Project Access Nashville
Specialty Care.

2013: Bridges to Care Plus
becomes Project Access
Nashville Specialty Care to
align with 70 similar programs
across the country.

2018: MFN launches and takes
on leadership of PANSC.
PANSC also began pilot
programs to expand into the
Middle Tennessee region.

2020: MFN celebrates the 15
year mark of Project Access
Nashville Specialty Care and
ramps up expansion into the
Middle Tennessee region.

2015: PANSC celebrates 10
years and surpasses  33 million
in donated specialty care and
continued growing partnerships
in the community.

$



the number of health outreach
engagements to our patients,
physicians, and community in 2020

5,882

the number of connections
between our staff and
patients in 2020

27,8824.58M
*the value of donated
medical care to our
patients for 2020

*the value of donated
medical care to our
patients since 2005

48.2M

A PROGRAM OF THE MEDICAL FOUNDATION OF NASHVILLE

2,055
the number of clinical
hours volunteered in
2020

Last year, Project Access Nashville Specialty Care coordinated medically
necessary specialty care for patients throughout Middle Tennessee in
collaboration with our clinic, community, and hospital partners and our volunteer
physician specialists, who are an essential part of our program. Last year,
Nashville-area healthcare community gave their time, talents, and expertise to
inspire hope and healing for the low-income, uninsured patients we serve.

I M P A C T
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*Data updated periodically to match YTD values



E X P A N S I O N  I M P A C T
A PROGRAM OF THE MEDICAL FOUNDATION OF NASHVILLE
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In an effort to meet the growing needs of our state and
community, Project Access Nashville has been working together
with our partners to grow the work of our program deeper into the
Middle Tennessee region. This growth allows us to offer access to
more Tennesseans in need of specialty care services.

56
increase in
patients served 

3 program records
broken in the 2020
program year

*Green and yellow indicate counties in which
PANSC is continuing to increase presence and focus.

%



A PROGRAM OF THE MEDICAL FOUNDATION OF NASHVILLE

V O L U N T E E R  I M P A C T
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F O R  E V E R Y  1  N E W
P H Y S I C I A N
V O L U N T E E R . . .

. . .  A T  L E A S T  1 2
N E W  P A T I E N T S  C A N
B E  S E R V E D . . .

. . . I M P A C T I N G  1 2
H O U S E H O L D S
T H R O U G H O U T
M I D D L E  T E N N E S S E E .



U N I T I N G  M E D I C I N E
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36

1,520
7

referring
clinics

volunteer
physician
specialists

hospital
partners

A PROGRAM OF THE MEDICAL FOUNDATION OF NASHVILLE



C H A M P I O N I N G
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In collaboration with our
partner the Nashville Academy
of Medicine, MFN drew focus on
the next generation of leaders
in medicine kicking off 2020
with two events for local
medical students, residents, and
health policy graduates.

Physician
Perspectives with

Christopher Ott, MD
"A Conversation

Exploring Practice
Models"

Pizza and Politics:
A Discussion of the

Intersection of
Health Policy and

the Practice of
Medicine

Throughout 2020, MFN hosted events alongside the Nashville
Academy of Medicine for Nashville Area physicians focusing on key
issues physicians are leading in every day.

E D U C A T I O N

P H Y S I C I A N S

COVID-19:
A Briefing for

Physicians on the
Surge Preparations

in Nashville with
area health 

leaders

Other People's
Perspectives: A
different way of

looking at health
disparities with Dr.
Kimberlee Wyche-

Etheridge

Climate Change:
Risk and

Opportunity with
members of

Nashville Citizen's
Climate

COVID-19:
Testing,

Treatment, and
Prediction

Medeling with
Vanderbilt health

experts



T H A N K  Y O U  D O N O R S
On behalf of the board, staff ,  and patients of the
Medical Foundation of Nashvi l le,  we are incredibly
grateful for the donors ,  partners ,  and supporters who
inspire hope by supporting our work. Those l isted
below donated to the Medical Foundation of
Nashvi l le during 2020.
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Patrons Society
Includes 1821 Society and Presidents Society

Ralph Atkinson, III, MD
Dr. David Duong and Mr. David Matthews
Charles Eckstein, MD and Carolyn Eckstein
Lee A. Fentriss, MD
George Lee, III, MD and Amy Lee
Rebecca and Brett Leslie
Michel McDonald, MD
Dr. Christopher Ott and Mr. Jeremy Simons
Dr. and Mrs. Ron Overfield
V. Seenu Reddy, MD and Meera Ballal
Barrett Rosen, MD and Carolyn Rosen
Nicole Schlechter, MD and Raymond Bluth, MD
Gregg Shepard, MD and Amy Shepard
M. Kevin Smith, MD and Lisa Smith
Dr. Jule West and Mr. David West
Robin Williams, MD



T H A N K  Y O U  D O N O R S
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Physician and Community Partners
Dr. Newton P. Allen, Jr.
Ralph Atkinson, III, MD
Dr. Michael Beckham and
Mrs. Brenda Beckham
Michelle Cochran, MD
Dr. Carla Davis
Joseph B. Delozier, III, MD
Dr. Tracey Doering
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Eskind
Dr. Reid and Diana Finlayson
Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Haley
The Doctors Michael Johnston
and Jill Gilbert
Dr. and Mrs. Philip Karpos
Annettee A. Kyzer, MD
The Doctors James and
Gwinnett Ladson
Drs. Laura and William Lawson
George Lee, III, MD and
Amy Lee
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Levitt
Michel McDonald, MD
Alvin Meyer, Jr., MD
The Minch Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. F. Michael Minch
Dr. Carl Mitchell and
Mrs. Mona Mitchell
Margaret S. Norris, MD
Christopher Ott, MD and
Jeremy Simons
T. Amerson Pegram, MD
Dr. James Powers and
Mrs. Martha Wettemann
Dr. and Mrs. Barrett Rosen
M. Kevin Smith, MD and
Lisa Smith
Richard Soper, MD
S. Bobo Tanner, MD
Dr. and Mrs. Richard B. Terry
Dr. Alexander S. Townes
Robin Williams, MD



T H A N K  Y O U  D O N O R S
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Donors
AmazonSmile Foundation
Kasey Anderson
Jeanne F. Ballinger, MD
Robert O. Begtrup, MD
Glenn H. Booth, Jr., MD
Jane and Richard Eskind and Family Fund
of the Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee
Henry W. Foster, Jr., MD
Daniela Georgieva
Hiranya C K Gowda, MD
Harry Keith Johnson, MD
Kroger Community Rewards
Rebecca Leslie and Brett Leslie
Kenneth Lloyd, MD
In memory of William R. Long, MD,
given by Rebecca M. Long
Ronald E. Overfield, MD
Warren R. Patterson, MD
Francis Marion Rembert, MD
Nikki and Adam Ringenberg
Elbert Conrad Shackleford, MD
Samuel A. Smith, MD
Jan Van Eys, MD 
Woodmont Investment Counsel, LLC



T H A N K  Y O U  D O N O R S
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Sponsors and Foundations

Vanderbilt
Community Health
Improvement Team
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T H A N K  Y O U  D O N O R S
Sponsors and Foundations



C E L E B R A T I N G

M E D I C I N E  I N
N A S H V I L L E

Join the Medical Foundation of Nashville in celebrating 200
years of the Nashville Academy of Medicine and honoring the

many ways NAM has supported our community over the
centuries, including through the Medical Foundation of
Nashville and Project Access Nashville Specialty Care. 
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S U P P O R T  U S
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Monetary Donations –
www.nashvillemedicine.org/foundation/donate/

In-kind items – Contact us at
info@nashvillemedicine.org

Volunteer – non-clinical and interpreting - Contact
us at info@nashvillemedicine.org
 
Volunteer – clinical – Contact PANSC at
PANinfo@nashvillemedicine.org 

General questions – call 615-712-6236 or
email info@nashvillemedicine.org

Questions about Project Access Nashville
Specialty Care – call 615-712-6237 or
email PANinfo@nashvillemedicine.org



@MEDFOUNDNASH@MED ICALFOUNDAT IONNASH

HTTPS ://MED ICALFOUNDAT IONOFNASHV I L LE .ORG/


